The accompanying paper is one of a series, which it is hoped can be issued from time to time, embodying observations made on specific crops hy the agricultural explorers of this Department. Already several such papers have appeared and have aroused general interest in the subjects discussed.
Introduction 7
The almond industry in Spain Branch of ripe Jordan almonds just plucked from the tree. The trade names, as distinct from the varietal, relate to the grades more than to the different sorts. They are "donkeys," "horses," "tigers," "lions," "elephants," and "mammoths," according to the size of the shelled nuts. The "donkeys" are small and bring a lower price, while the "mammoths" are simply the abnormally large nuts found by the sorters who pick over the nuts by hand. These latter bring fancy prices, only a few boxes being secured during the year out of the thousands of all grades which are shipped.
As the nuts are all cracked on the plantation by the men, women, and children, and brought down on donkey backs to the small buyers in the villages, to be sent to the large storehouses of the exporters, these latter know their almonds chiefly from the character of the kernel.
Peculiarities of the American tariff, it is said, make the export of shelled nuts more profitable. Purely mechanical devices for grading these almonds, similar to the gold-coin weighing chutes of banking houses, would do away with much of the unnecessary labor of sorting.
There are two more or less distinct types recognized by the exporters of almonds, but these include several varieties.
The Jordan type of nut (see frontispiece and PL IV, fig. 1 (PI. IV. fig. 5.) METHOD OF PLANTING AND CULTURE.
Most of the almond trees of Spain are grafted, and the bitter variety is usually employed as a stock. Few nurseries exist in the region, and these pay little attention to the almond. Not a single nursery of almond trees was seen, and the writer was informed that, in most cases at least, the seeds of the bitter almond were planted in a rough seed bed. the young trees transplanted to the places they were to occupy in the orchard, and when two years old. or even more, were budded. Budding is done in the spring. The trees are not commonly budded near the ground, but at a height of 2 to 4: feet above it -a fact plainly evident on all the old trees, which show the point of union of stock and bud some distance above the base of the trunk.
(PL V, fig. 2 GUMMOSIS OF THE ALMOXD.
In some of the almond orchards about Malaga, which were in rather a poor condition, trees were found which were dying from a kind of gummosis that manifested itself in a dying of the bark of the main trunk, a withering and death of the tips of the twigs (PL VI, fig. 2 Plate V. - Fig. 1 Almond Orchards about Alicante.
Plate II. Jordan Almond Orchards about Malaga.
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